UK Medical Technology
The UK offers a range of unique capabilities for your business to leverage at every point
of the medical technology development pathway. With world class-resources, academic
institutions and research to prove concepts for innovative medical technology combined
with manufacturing capabilities to design, prototype and manufacture the technology.
The UK offers your medical technology business a National Health Service (NHS)
alongside a national research infrastructure linking industry to world leading resources.

Market opportunity
Against difficult economic conditions, the UK medical technology sector has rapidly
grown over the last four years, offering a range of opportunities to your business.

Recent growth
of UK medical
technology sector
(2009-2012)

£300bn
The global medical
technology market
is expected to double
to approximately
£300bn by 2015

The number of
medtech companies
based in the UK
increased by 12%

People
employed in the
sector increased
by 40%

Turnover
increased by
50%

12%

40%
50%

£5.8bn
One of the largest
medical device markets
in the world, valued
at £5.8bn ($8.9bn)
(2012)

The scale
of the UK
market

7.3%

3,129

UK medical devices
market growing by 7.3%
per year (est. £9.1bn
by 2018)

3,129 UK based
medtech companies
employing over 71,000
individuals (2012)

£9.1bn

71,000

Your business can
access the UK
medtech market
and supply chain
by engaging with

£128bn

£2bn

The National Health Service
(NHS) - spends approximately
£128bn per annum across
the UK (2011/12), with
confirmed growth in
spend until 2015

£6bn
£35bn

The social care market
- dominated by assistive
technologies and set to
grow from £2bn in 2012
to £6bn in 2020

The private healthcare
market - estimated to
reach £35bn by 2015

Ease of doing business
The UK healthcare and wider life sciences sector benefits from:

A businessfriendly
environment

Supportive
government policy
through incentives
and tax breaks

The UK is
the easiest major
economy in Europe
in which to do
business

No.1
for European
headquarters -

Europe’s
strongest
environment for
research and
development

20%

consistently attracts more
HQ operations than
any other location
in Europe

10%

corporation
tax by 2015

corporation tax
on qualifying
profits

Incentives for
research and
investment

£180m
Biomedical Catalyst
to fund translation and
commercialisation of a
range of life science and
healthcare projects

£300m
to stimulate R&D
partnerships between
universities, businesses
and charities

NIHR Invention
for Innovation (i4i)
is a research award that
funds the development
of innovative medical
technologies

Rich and diverse ecosystem
The UK is home to the complete spectrum of expert partners, networks
and resources to help medtech businesses develop products and services.

NHS treats
almost 1 million
ethnically-diverse
patients daily

R&D based on
unmet clinical needs
The NHS makes it easy
to identify gaps in care

The UK has worldclass resources, academic
institutions and research
to prove concepts for
innovative medical
technology

Access to
anonymised
patient data
NHS is the
largest unified
healthcare system
in the world

The highest
number of skilled
engineers and
scientists
in Europe

Health
economics
assessment
capabilities

Health technology
assessment and market entry
With an increasing focus on
clinical and cost effectiveness
globally, and the need to
demonstrate value to the patient
and to health systems, your business
can leverage the UK’s expertise to
develop an evidence base to
• The UK is a
support market access, uptake
world
leader in
and diffusion
health technology
assessment

Four of the
top six
universities
globally

Design, prototype
and manufacture
Growing and emerging
capabilities in innovative
medtech manufacturing through
the application of additive
manufacturing (3D printing),
coupled with novel sensors
and electronics
• The UK
offers medtech
businesses a robust
and innovative
• Strong historic
supply chain
manufacturing

• The UK is home to
the National Institute
for Health and Care
Excellence (NICE)

capabilities in textiles,
metals, ceramics, carbon
fibres, tooling
and injection
moulding

R&D
based on
unmet clinical
needs
Determine gaps in care
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Clinical
studies

Regulatory
approval

Supportive funding and
investment environment

Regulatory approval
By undertaking research
in the UK and assessment by
the UK’s Medicines and
Healthcare Regulatory Authority
(MHRA), your business ensures
better portability and prestige
of your medical technology
across the rest of the world

• The MHRA is a
rigorous and globally
renowned health
regulator

Market
opportunity

+

• The MHRA is one
of the most heavily
used Competent
Authorities in the
European Union

Ease of
doing
business

+

Clinical studies
The UK offers your
business an integrated,
innovative and supportive clinical
research infrastructure to
investigate and demonstrate
• There are
the clinical effectiveness of
equivalent research
your technology
infrastructures
in the Devolved
Administrations
• Through the National
Institute for Health Research
(NIHR) the NIHR Office for Clinical
Research Infrastructure (NOCRI) offers
a single point of access to the NIHR
clinical research infrastructure, rapidly
connecting medtech companies with
the right experts in the best
research centres

Rich and
diverse
ecosystem

=

Market
success

Are you thinking about setting up a business in the UK? One of our
specialists can help – contact us at tel: +44(0)20 7333 5442,
email: enquiries@ukti-invest.com,
@UKTI_LSIO or visit
www.ukti.gov.uk/lifesciences

MRI Scan

From the Nobel Prize-winning development of MRI to cutting edge
neuroimaging techniques, choose the UK for medical technology.

